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1
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE HAVING
POWER DISTRIBUTION USING BOND
WIRES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to semiconductor
devices, and more particularly to power distribution connec-
tions between the device package and an integrated circuit
die.

According to some conventional designs for semiconduc-
tor devices an integrated circuit (IC) die is mounted on a
substrate within a package housing with bond wires provid-
ing electrical connections between bond pads on the substrate
and bond pads located around the periphery of the top surface
ofthe die. Some of those electrical connections are for trans-
mitting signals to and from the die, while others are for
providing power to the die in the form of power supply and
ground voltages.

In a conventional packaged semiconductor device, a bond
wire power connection (i.e., either power supply or ground
voltage) involves a bond wire connecting a power supply
bond pad on the substrate to a power supply bond pad on the
periphery of the top surface of the die. The voltage is then
routed horizontally and/or vertically into the die using metal
traces within the die’s bond pad layer and/or metal vias to one
or more locations within one or more particular die layers
within the interior of the die where that voltage is needed.

In order to keep IC dies as small as possible, die layers are
kept as thin as possible, and the area of the die layers is kept
as small as possible. As a result, the resistances of the con-
ductive traces used to propagate power currents within the die
layers are relatively high, resulting in relatively high IR drop.
The present invention provides an improved method of rout-
ing power and ground voltages from the device leads to the
integrated circuit die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present disclosure are illustrated by
way of example and are not limited by the accompanying
figures, in which like references indicate similar elements.
Elements in the figures are illustrated for simplicity and clar-
ity and have not necessarily been drawn to scale. For example,
the thicknesses of connections and regions may be exagger-
ated for clarity.

FIG. 1A is a simplified top plan view of a portion of a
semiconductor device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 1B is a simplified top plan view of a portion of a
semiconductor device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 1C is a partial cross-sectional view of the semicon-
ductor device of FIG. 1B taken along the line 1C-1C; and

FIG. 1D is a simplified top plan view of a portion of a
semiconductor device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Detailed illustrative embodiments of the present disclosure
are disclosed herein. However, specific structural and func-
tional details disclosed herein are merely representative for
purposes of describing example embodiments of the present
disclosure. Embodiments of the present disclosure may be
embodied in many alternative forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to only the embodiments set forth herein.
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Further, the terminology used herein is for the purpose of
describing particular embodiments only and is not intended to
be limiting of example embodiments of the disclosure.

One embodiment of the present invention is a semiconduc-
tor device comprising a top surface having a periphery and an
interior region located within the periphery; peripheral power
supply and ground bond pads located at the periphery; array
power supply and ground bond pads located within the inte-
rior region; and a mesh power grid. The mesh power grid
comprises one or more power supply rows comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding periph-
eral power supply bond pads and array power supply bond
pads; one or more power supply columns comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding periph-
eral power supply bond pads and array power supply bond
pads; one or more ground rows comprising two or more bond
wire hops interconnecting corresponding peripheral ground
bond pads and array ground bond pads; and one or more
ground columns comprising two or more bond wire hops
interconnecting corresponding peripheral ground bond pads
and array ground bond pads.

FIG. 1A shows a simplified top plan view of an inner power
distribution layer 102 of a die 100, which is similar to existing
layers in conventional dies. Shown in FIG. 1A is the periphery
104, which is located at the top surface of the die 100, and the
inner power distribution layer 102, which exists within the die
100. Die 100 typically has a number of different instances of
inner power distribution layer 102 at different depths within
die 100, each of which is used for a specific voltage level, such
as the power supply voltage level or the ground voltage level.
Periphery 104 has a number of peripheral bond pads, such as
power supply bond pads 106, ground bond pads 108, and, in
some embodiments, signal bond pads (not shown).

A power supply voltage is conveyed from off the die 100 to
the peripheral power supply bond pads 106 via bond wires
(not shown) and then to one or more instances of the inner
power distribution layer 102. Similarly, a ground voltage is
conveyed from off the die 100 to the peripheral ground bond
pads 108 via bond wires (not shown) and then to one or more
other instances of the inner power distribution layer 102.

FIG. 1B shows a simplified top plan view of top surface 110
of die 100 prior to attachment of any bond wires, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the disclosure. As shown in
FIG. 1B, top surface 110 has an interior region 115 located
within the periphery 104. Interior region 115 has a distribu-
tion of array power supply bond pads 114 and array ground
bond pads 118.

FIG. 1C shows a cross-sectional view of the peripheral
power supply bond pads 106 and array power supply bond
pads 114 taken along the line 1C-1C in FIG. 1B. The periph-
eral power supply bond pads 106 extend the thickness of the
die 100. The array power supply bond pads 114 have extend-
ing below them vias 111 that distribute power to an inner
power distribution layer. Vias may also be provided below
array ground bond pads 118 (not shown in FIG. 1C).

Referring now to FIG. 1D, bond wires 112 are bonded
across the top surface 110 to form a mesh power grid 124 of
hops 116 aligned in rows 120 and columns 122. In particular,
for each peripheral power supply bond pad 106 located on the
left edge of die 100 as shown in FIG. 1D, there are one or more
corresponding array power supply bond pads 114 and a cor-
responding peripheral power supply bond pad 106 located on
the right edge of die 100, all of which are interconnected by a
full power supply row 120 of wire-bond hops 116 in the mesh.
Similarly, for each peripheral power supply bond pad 106
located on the top edge of die 100 as shown in FIG. 1D, there
are one or more corresponding array power supply bond pads
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114 and a corresponding peripheral power supply bond pad
106 located on the bottom edge of die 100, all of which are
interconnected by a full power supply column 122 of wire-
bond hops 116 in the mesh. The analogous is also true for each
peripheral ground bond pad 108 located on the left edge and
on the top edge of die 100 to form corresponding full ground
rows and full ground columns of wire-bond hops in the mesh.

In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 1D, there are
six full rows 120, three of which are power supply rows and
three of which are ground rows, each having four hops 116,
and four full columns 122, two of which are power supply
columns and two or which are ground columns, each having
three hops 116. It should be understood that alternative
embodiments may have more or fewer rows and/or columns
having more or fewer hops.

In addition, there may be one or more partial rows and/or
columns of hops. In particular, die 100 has three partial power
supply columns of hops and three partial ground columns of
hops, where each partial column has a pair of array power
supply bond pads or a pair of array ground bond pads con-
nected by a single hop. Note that, the two array bond pads in
each ofthese pairs are also part of two different rows of hops.
The partial power supply columns connect adjacent or proxi-
mate rows of array power supply bond pads, and the partial
ground columns connect adjacent or proximate rows of array
ground bond pads. The partial power supply and ground
columns provide additional connections throughout the
power mesh grid 124 to further assist in distributing voltages
in the die 100.

Preferably the bond wires 112 are insulated using an
organic coating or an oxide of metal from which the wire is
made. Non-insulated wires may be used in some embodi-
ments for some or all of the hops, provided the non-insulated
wires for different voltage levels do not electrically interfere
with each other. For instance, the bond wires for one voltage
level (e.g., apower supply voltage) may be insulated while the
bond wires for a different voltage level (e.g., a ground volt-
age) may be non-insulated. In another embodiment, the bond
wires forming the rows may be insulated, while the bond
wires forming the columns may be non-insulated, or vice-
versa.

Instead of routing voltages from peripheral bond pads 106
and 108 first vertically, for example, using vertical vias (not
shown) and then horizontally within different instances of the
inner power distribution layer 102 of FIG. 1A, as in the prior
art, voltages according to the invention are routed horizon-
tally from peripheral bond pads 106 and 108 through bond
wires 112 to corresponding array bond pads 114 and 118
located within the interior region 115 of the top surface 110.
Vias 111 below the array bond pads 114 and 118 then bring
the voltages vertically down to the particular inner power
distribution layers 102 where they are needed.

Employing a mesh power grid 124 of bond wires 112
across the top surface 110 helps eliminate the need for a
power grid at the die level. Reducing the need for an interior-
layer power grid frees up resources for interior-layer signal
routing and improves the design efficiency through die area
reduction. The mesh power grid 124 can further provide
better thermal dissipation. There is also better uniformity in
power supply and ground voltage distribution since insulated
wires allow cross-over between power supply and ground
hops.

As aresult, the IR drop for semiconductor devices made in
accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure can
be significantly lower than IR drops for comparable devices
of'the prior art. In the devices employing a mesh power grid of
the invention, IR drop improved by up to 50%. The decreased
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IR drop effectively increases the supply voltage to each tran-
sistor in the design by this amount leading to faster operation
and improved design performance.

Further, using the mesh power grid 124 helps overcome the
drawbacks of designs that permit only a limited number of
pads on the periphery since power supply and ground pads
can be removed while still remaining within IR drop specifi-
cation targets.

Although the invention has been described in the context of
a mesh power grid distributing a single power supply voltage
and a single ground voltage, it will be understood that the
invention can also be implemented in the context of a mesh
power grid having three or more different voltage levels, such
as two or more different power supply voltage levels and one
or more different ground levels.

As used herein, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the,” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise. It further will be understood
that the terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has,” “having,”
“includes,” and/or “including” specify the presence of stated
features, steps, or components, but do not preclude the pres-
ence or addition of one or more other features, steps, or
components. It also should be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions/acts noted may occur out of
the order noted in the figures. For example, two figures shown
in succession may in fact be executed substantially concur-
rently or may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality/acts involved.

Although the invention has been described using relative
terms such as “front,” “back,” “top,” “bottom,” “over,”
“above,” “under” and the like in the description and in the
claims, such terms are used for descriptive purposes and not
necessarily for describing permanent relative positions. It is
understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under
appropriate circumstances such that the embodiments of the
disclosure described herein are, for example, capable of
operation in other orientations than those illustrated or other-
wise described herein.

Unless stated otherwise, terms such as “first” and “second”
are used to arbitrarily distinguish between the elements such
terms describe. Thus, these terms are not necessarily intended
to indicate temporal or other prioritization of such elements.
Further, the use of introductory phrases such as “at least one”
and “one or more” in the claims should not be construed to
imply that the introduction of another claim element by the
indefinite articles “a” or “an” limits any particular claim
containing such introduced claim element to inventions con-
taining only one such element, even when the same claim
includes the introductory phrases “one or more™ or “at least
one” and indefinite articles such as “a” or “an.” The same
holds true for the use of definite articles.

Although the disclosure is described herein with reference
to specific embodiments, various modifications and changes
can be made without departing from the scope of the present
invention as set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the
specification and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense, and all such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of the present inven-
tion. Any benefits, advantages, or solutions to problems that
are described herein with regard to specific embodiments are
not intended to be construed as a critical, required, or essential
feature or element of any or all the claims.

Although the elements in the following method claims, if
any, are recited in a particular sequence with corresponding
labeling, unless the claim recitations otherwise imply a par-
ticular sequence for implementing some or all of those ele-
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ments, those elements are not necessarily intended to be
limited to being implemented in that particular sequence.

Reference herein to “one embodiment” or “an embodi-
ment” means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment can be
included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative embodi-
ments necessarily mutually exclusive of other embodiments.
The same applies to the term “implementation.”

The embodiments covered by the claims in this application
are limited to embodiments that (1) are enabled by this speci-
fication and (2) correspond to statutory subject matter. Non-
enabled embodiments and embodiments that correspond to
non-statutory subject matter are explicitly disclaimed even if
they fall within the scope of the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A semiconductor device comprising:

a top surface having a periphery and an interior region

located within the periphery;

peripheral power supply and ground bond pads located at

the periphery;

array power supply and ground bond pads located within

the interior region; and

a mesh power grid comprising:

one or more power supply rows comprising two or more
bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array power supply bond pads;

one or more power supply columns comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array power supply bond pads;

one or more ground rows comprising two or more bond
wire hops interconnecting corresponding peripheral
and array ground bond pads; and

one or more ground columns comprising two or more
bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array ground bond pads,

wherein the one or more power supply and ground rows

and columns are full rows and columns, where each full
row crosses all of the full columns and each full column
crosses all of the full rows.

2. The semiconductor device of claim 1, wherein each bond
wire in each bond wire hop is insulated.

3. The semiconductor device of claim 1, wherein the mesh
power grid further comprises one or more partial rows or
columns, wherein:

each partial row connects two different columns; and

each partial column connects two different rows.

4. The semiconductor device of claim 1, further compris-
ing:

one or more vias connecting corresponding array power

supply bond pads to one or more inner power distribu-
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tion layers to bring a power supply voltage vertically
down to the one or more inner power distribution layers;
and
one or more other vias connecting corresponding array
ground bond pads to one or more other inner power
distribution layers to bring a ground voltage vertically
down to the one or more other inner power distribution
layers.
5. A semiconductor device, comprising:
A semiconductor device comprising:
a top surface having a periphery and an interior region
located within the periphery;
peripheral power supply and ground bond pads located
at the periphery;
array power supply and ground bond pads located within
the interior region; and
a mesh power grid comprising:
one or more power supply rows comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting correspond-
ing peripheral and array power supply bond pads;
one or more power supply columns comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting correspond-
ing peripheral and array power supply bond pads;
one or more ground rows comprising two or more
bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array ground bond pads; and
one or more ground columns comprising two or more bond
wire hops interconnecting corresponding peripheral and
array ground bond pads, wherein bond wires for one
voltage level are insulated and bond wires for a different
voltage level are non-insulated.
6. A semiconductor device, comprising:
a top surface having a periphery and an interior region
located within the periphery;
peripheral power supply and ground bond pads located at
the periphery;
array power supply and ground bond pads located within
the interior region; and
a mesh power grid comprising:
one or more power supply rows comprising two or more
bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array power supply bond pads;
one or more power supply columns comprising two or
more bond wire hops interconnecting corresponding
peripheral and array power supply bond pads;
one or more ground rows comprising two or more bond
wire hops interconnecting corresponding peripheral
and array ground bond pads; and
one or more ground columns comprising two or more bond
wire hops interconnecting corresponding peripheral and
array ground bond pads, wherein bond wires of at least
one of the rows or columns are insulated and bond wires
of the other of the rows or columns are non-insulated.
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